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THE EXCURSION OF THE INTERNATIONAL PHYTO- 
GEOGRAPHERS ABOUT NEW YORK CITY 

Under the auspices of the central committee for the survey and study of 
British vegetation, the plant geographers of the world made an excursion through 
the British Isles in 1911. The excursion was such a success that an interna- 
tional excursion of phytogeographers was arranged for this summer through the 
United States, details with regard to which were published in the Bulletin for 
January (p. 45) and August (pp. 615-616). Two American botanists were in- 
strumental in drafting the program and in making the final arrangements. The 
preliminary circular was signed by Professors Frederic E. Clements and Henry 
C. Cowles, who invited American phytogeographers to cooperate, as did their 
English brethren, in taking charge of the scientific excursionists in different 
parts of the country. 

The first trip was on Sunday, July 27th, to the Hempstead Plains of Long 
Island, about twenty miles east of New York City. The area studied is a 
natural prairie about fifty square miles in extent, immediately south of the 
terminal moraine of the Pleistocene ice sheet. The best description of this 
prairie by Dr. Boland M. Harper appeared in the Bulletin (Vol. 43, 1911, pp. 
351-360). The leaders of the paTty, Messrs. Norman Taylor and Henry Hicks, 
met the phytogeographers at Westbury Station on their arrival from Brooklyn, 
where the morning had been spent in visiting the Brooklyn Botanical Garden, 
under the guidance of the director, Dr. C. Stuart Gager. 

The next morning the members of the excursion assembled at the ferry sta- 
tion of the New Jersey Central Bailroad for a trip across the pine barren's of 
New Jersey under the leadership of Professor J. W. Harshberger and Dr. Wit- 
mer Stone. The route to Bamegat, 90 miles south of New York, followed the 
New Jersey coastal plain, mostly near the sea. The phytogeographers caught 
glimpses of the vegetation of the stream banks, salt marshes, deciduous forests 
and tidal estuaries, as the train sped southward. At Bamegat the botanists, 
thirteen in number, visited the extensive salt marshes to the east of this old 
fishing center. Here the party had an opportunity to study the pure associa- 
tions of Spartina patens, Juncus Oerardi, and other characteristic salt-loving 
plants. 

Late in the afternoon before a thunder-storm broke, the members of the 
party took conveyances to Warren Grove, where the night was spent. The drive 
to Warren Grove after the rain was a profitable one, for it enabled the foreign 
members to study the reproduction of the pine forest after the destructive fires 
which not infrequently sweep across the country. The new growth of young 
oaks and pines was found to be so thick as to almost choke the road, so that 
showers of water wet the passengers as the branches of the low trees swept 
along the sides of the two wagons which carried the party. On reaching War- 
ren Grove, the party was accommodated in two farm houses. 

An early start was made on Tuesday morning, July 29th, across the Lower 
Plain; where the depauperate growth (nanism) of the pitch pine {Finns rigida), 
laurel (Kalmia latifolia), black-jack oak (Quercus marylandiea) , bearberry 
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(Arctostaphylos uva-ursi) associated with the peculiar cushions of the low 
shrub Corema Conradii elicited great interest. The plain of rolling hills was 
crossed in a northwestern direction to the Sym Place. En route taller pine- 
timber was studied with the dominant pitch pine and associated secondary trees 
(mostly oak) and shrubs, including several species of blueberries and huckle- 
berries. The subordination of the tolerant trees to the intolerant pines was re- 
marked on the way. Several cedar swamps were entered, where the foreign 
members had a chance of seeing the close stand of the white cedar (Chamae- 
cyparis thyoides) and associated shrubs, such as sweet bay {Magnolia vir- 
giniana), poison oak (Bhus vernix) and laurel {Kalmia XatifoUa). In an open 
swamp, or wet savanna, along the Oswego Biver several rare New Jersey plants 
were found, such as Schizaea pusilla, Aoama Americana, Tofleldia racemosa, 
Gyrotheca tinctoria. Leaving the Sym Plaee, the plant geographers had an 
opportunity of visiting several large cranberry bogs where the systematic culti- 
vation of the cranberry was explained. 

The party finally reached Chatsworth (Shamong), where it divided, Phila- 
delphia members returning home. Those who returned to New York attended a 
general meeting on Wednesday afternoon at the New York Botanical Garden 
under the leadership of the director, Dr. N. L. Britton. Some of the botanists 
had previously visited Columbia University, where Dr. Bobert A. Harper met 
them and conducted them about the University and later to the Garden in Bronx: 
Park. On July 30 the members started on their transcontinental trip. 

University of Pennsylvania. John W. Harshbeegee. 



